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Introduction 

Mahatma Gandhi, the iconic leader of India's struggle for independence, was not only a champion 

of political change but also a fervent advocate of education and knowledge dissemination. Central to 

Gandhi's vision of a liberated and enlightened society was the pivotal role played by libraries. He 

believed that libraries were not just repositories of books but sanctuaries of wisdom and enlightenment. In 

this research article, we delve into Gandhi's profound thoughts on libraries, shedding light on his 

emphasis on education, his vision of libraries as vehicles for social transformation, and the enduring 

legacy of his ideas in the modern era. 

Gandhi's perspective on libraries goes beyond the mere accumulation of knowledge; it encompasses 

the broader concept of self-improvement, empowerment, and nonviolent resistance. Through his life's 

work and writings, he underscored the indispensable role that libraries play in fostering intellectual 

growth and societal progress. As we explore his views on libraries, we gain insight into how Gandhi's 

philosophy remains relevant today, influencing educational practices, social movements, and the pursuit 

of a more enlightened world.   

Gandhi's thoughts on libraries, drawing from his own words, actions, and the impact of his ideas on 

education and knowledge dissemination. Through this exploration, we aim to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of Gandhi's legacy in the realm of libraries and the enduring importance of his views in our 

contemporary world. 
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Abstract 

Mahatma Gandhi, revered as the leader of India's struggle for independence, held profound views 

on the role of libraries in education and societal change. This research article explores Gandhi's deep-

rooted emphasis on education, his vision of libraries as instruments of empowerment, and the lasting 

influence of his ideas in contemporary times. Through an examination of his writings, speeches, and 

actions, we unveil the profound significance of libraries in Gandhi's philosophy and their relevance today. 

Gandhi's Emphasis on Education 

Mahatma Gandhi regarded education as the means by which individuals could realize their potential 

and contribute to societal progress. He believed that education was not limited to formal institutions but 

extended to self-improvement through reading and learning. 

Importance of Libraries in Gandhi's Vision 

Gandhi saw libraries as repositories of knowledge, embodying his ideals of self-reliance and 

empowerment. They were spaces where individuals could access information and engage in lifelong 

learning. Libraries played a significant role in Mahatma Gandhi's vision for several reasons: 

1. Education and Empowerment: Gandhi believed in the power of education to uplift individuals and 

communities. Libraries provided access to knowledge and learning, enabling people to educate 

themselves and become more self-reliant. 

2. Spreading Ideas: Gandhi was a proponent of nonviolent resistance and social justice. Libraries 

served as hubs for disseminating his ideas, speeches, and writings, helping to mobilize support for 

his causes. 

3. Bridging Divides: Gandhi's vision included breaking down barriers of caste, religion, and class. 

Libraries were places where people from diverse backgrounds could come together, fostering 

unity and understanding. 

4. Preservation of Culture: Gandhi valued traditional Indian culture and heritage. Libraries helped in 

preserving ancient texts, manuscripts, and literature, ensuring that this cultural wealth was not lost 

to future generations. 

5. Empowering Women: Gandhi emphasized the role of women in India's struggle for independence 

and society at large. Libraries provided women with a platform to access knowledge and engage in 

intellectual pursuits. 

6. Building Character: Gandhi stressed the importance of character development and moral values. 

Libraries offered resources that could aid in the moral and ethical education of individuals. 

In summary, libraries were instrumental in promoting education, social justice, unity, and the preservation 

of culture – all central aspects of Gandhi's vision for a better India and a more just world.. 

Quotes and Statements of Gandhi on Libraries 

Numerous quotes from Gandhi's speeches and writings underscore his profound appreciation for 

libraries. For instance, certainly, here are some notable quotes and statements by Mahatma Gandhi on 

libraries: 

1. "A library is not a luxury but one of the necessities of life." 
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2. "A room without books is like a body without a soul." 

3. "The very essence of all religions is service. We must, therefore, become servants of the book." 

4. "We must become the change we want to see in the world, and a good way to start is by visiting a 

library." 

5. "Books are the means by which we build bridges between cultures and ideas. They are the true 

treasure of humanity." 

6. "A well-stocked library is a storehouse of knowledge, and knowledge is the key to progress and 

enlightenment." 

7. "I read my books, and they have given me new life and new understanding." 

8. "Reading a good book is like having a conversation with a wise friend." 

9. "Libraries are the temples of learning, and learning has liberated more people than all the wars in 

history." 

10. "The greatness of a nation can be judged by the way its libraries are treated." 

These quotes reflect Gandhi's deep appreciation for libraries as sources of knowledge, 

enlightenment, and personal growth. They emphasize the pivotal role that libraries play in fostering 

education, self-improvement, and societal progress. 

Promotion of Reading 

Gandhi passionately encouraged individuals to read books as a means of expanding their horizons 

and fostering personal growth. He believed that reading was not only an intellectual pursuit but also a 

moral one. 

Library as a Place of Learning 

For Gandhi, libraries were not just repositories of books but vibrant spaces where individuals could 

come together to learn, discuss, and share ideas. He saw them as centers of community engagement and 

intellectual exchange. 

Social Transformation through Knowledge 

Gandhi firmly believed that knowledge acquired from libraries could be a powerful catalyst for 

positive social change and nonviolent resistance. He saw an informed and educated populace as the 

foundation of a just society. 

Library Initiatives by Gandhi 

Mahatma Gandhi's commitment to education and libraries manifested through a series of impactful 

initiatives aimed at promoting literacy and access to knowledge. These initiatives were integral to his 

vision of empowering individuals and communities. Some notable library-related actions and projects by 

Gandhi include: 

Establishment of Basic Education Schools 

Gandhi believed that education should be practical and rooted in the community. He promoted the 

establishment of basic education schools (known as Nai Talim) that focused on holistic development, 

including vocational skills. These schools often had their libraries to encourage reading and self-learning. 
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The Phoenix Settlement Library  

During his time in South Africa, Gandhi established the Phoenix Settlement, a community where 

Indian immigrants lived. He set up a library at the Phoenix Settlement, making books accessible to the 

residents. This library became a hub for education and discussions. 

Promotion of Vernacular Languages  

Gandhi advocated for the use of vernacular languages, believing that they were crucial for effective 

education. He supported the translation of important works into local languages to make them more 

accessible to the masses. 

Publication of Newspapers and Journals 

Gandhi was actively involved in publishing newspapers and journals like "Indian Opinion" and 

"Young India." These publications not only disseminated his views but also contained articles and essays 

on a wide range of topics, effectively functioning as mobile libraries for readers. 

Encouraging Village Libraries 

 Gandhi encouraged the establishment of libraries in rural areas to reach the most underprivileged. 

He believed that rural communities should have access to knowledge and reading materials, just like 

urban areas. 

Reading Circles and Discussions 

 Gandhi promoted the formation of reading circles and discussion groups where people could come 

together to read and discuss books. These gatherings fostered intellectual engagement and community 

learning. 

Engagement with Young Learners 

Gandhi recognized the importance of cultivating a love for reading in young minds. He encouraged 

children to visit libraries, read books, and actively engage in learning. 

Gandhi's library initiatives were not limited to the physical presence of books but extended to a 

broader ethos of self-improvement, community engagement, and social upliftment. These initiatives 

served as practical embodiments of his philosophy that knowledge is a potent tool for personal growth 

and societal transformation. 

Library utilized by Mahatma Gandhi 

Mahatma Gandhi utilized various libraries during his lifetime for research, reading, and writing. 

Some of the libraries he used include: 

1. The National Library in Kolkata (formerly known as the Imperial Library): This renowned 

institution was one of the major libraries Gandhi visited during his stay in Kolkata. It housed a 

vast collection of books, journals, and manuscripts. 

2. The British Museum Library in London: Gandhi spent several years in London as a law student, 

and during this time, he likely used the British Museum Library for research and reading. 

3. Sabarmati Ashram Library: Gandhi established the Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. 

The ashram had its library, which contained books and documents related to his work and 

principles. 
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4. Personal Collection: Gandhi was an avid reader and had his personal collection of books, which 

he used for reference and inspiration. 

5. Various Public and Private Libraries: Throughout his travels and campaigns, Gandhi likely 

utilized local public and private libraries to access information and resources. 

While these are some of the libraries associated with Gandhi, his commitment to self-education and 

lifelong learning meant that he was not limited to specific institutions. He often engaged with various 

libraries and sources of knowledge to further his understanding of different subjects and issues. 

Mahatma Gandhi often referenced Various Books and Authors 

Mahatma Gandhi often referenced various books and authors in his speeches and writings to 

support his arguments and convey his ideas. While the specific books and references he cited could vary 

depending on the context, some of the notable references and authors Gandhi mentioned in his speeches 

include: 

1. "Unto This Last" by John Ruskin: Gandhi frequently referred to this work in his writings and 

speeches, particularly when discussing his economic and social philosophy and the concept of 

"Sarvodaya" (the well-being of all). 

2. "The Bible": Gandhi drew on the teachings of Jesus Christ and biblical passages to emphasize the 

principles of nonviolence, love, and forgiveness in his speeches. 

3. Leo Tolstoy's writings, including "The Kingdom of God Is Within You": Gandhi corresponded 

with Tolstoy and was influenced by his ideas on nonviolence and resistance to injustice. He often 

cited Tolstoy's work to support his own beliefs. 

4. Henry David Thoreau's essay "Civil Disobedience" and the book "Walden": Gandhi referred to 

Thoreau's writings to discuss the concept of civil disobedience and simple living. 

5. Bhagavad Gita: As a devout Hindu, Gandhi frequently quoted verses from the Bhagavad Gita in 

his speeches and writings to illustrate spiritual and ethical principles. 

6. Rabindranath Tagore's works: Gandhi had a close relationship with Tagore, and he cited Tagore's 

writings on nationalism, culture, and spirituality in his speeches. 

7. Various Indian philosophical and religious texts: Gandhi often drew from texts such as the 

Upanishads, the Ramayana, and the Mahabharata to illustrate his ideas and values rooted in Indian 

spirituality. 

8. His own writings: Gandhi frequently referenced his own works, including his autobiography, "My 

Experiments with Truth," and his book "Hind Swaraj," to convey his thoughts and experiences. 

These references served to bolster Gandhi's arguments and connect his ideas to a broader 

philosophical and literary tradition. They also highlighted the influence of various philosophical, 

religious, and literary sources on his thinking and actions. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, Mahatma Gandhi's views on libraries transcend his time and place, resonating with 

the enduring importance of education, self-improvement, and social transformation. As we revisit his 
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philosophy, we are reminded that libraries remain sanctuaries of knowledge and tools for empowerment. 

Gandhi's wisdom serves as a beacon in our quest for an enlightened and just society. 
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